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Wiaiting for Jesus Then and Now
The (Empty) Stable

Right now we. are. beginning the season of Odvert. Ot
the end of Odvent is Christmas. The word “advert”
mears “coming” 1t is the season when we remember
the coming of Jesus Christ, God's only son, into the
world Have you ever waited for something for a long
time? God's peopk. had been waiting for a very long
time. for God to send a Savior to them and keep all of

his promises: That Savior was Jesus=who was born long
ago in a stable in Bethlenem The baby Jesus would
grow Up to save all of God's people. Yet that is not al
of the good news It was God's plan to send Jesus to
the world twice. He came long ago and he is coming
back agoin Like the people of lsrael we are. waiting for
him to come

Jesus, thark you for coming down into our worldl Os we

leam about your coming help us to see what you have

dore for us Help us to be ready for you to come dggin
Omen

Bible Readings:
Psaim 130,
| Thessalonians 4 15-18

God is the Giver of Life and the Restorer of the
World

The Green Plarts

The whole world was created by God Gan you name
something that God made? God made everything

that we see around us—the earth, the water, the
plarts, the animals Even the bright sun and the moon
were set in space by God Ond God made every
person that lves and ever has lved Ofter God made
the world, he said that it was good But it was only
g00d as long as the people obeyed God Then (idam
and Eve, the first people, chose. to disobey and
stopped trusting God Ever since that day sin and
deaith have been a part of our world But God aways
had a beautiful plan to rescue the people and restore
his creation. The coming of Jesus is at the center of
God's plan

0 God, we praise you because you dre good, and you
made good things Even when sin and death entered
our world, you always had a plan to restore it
Thank you, God

Bible Readings
Psaim 104 24-30,
Romans & 18-2D

We Have Oll Gone Ostray
The First Sheep

Do you remember what “Odvent” mears? \We have learned
that in Odvert we are remembering when Jesus came. and
watting for him to come aggain But why dd God send Jesus
into the world? God sent. Jesus because every person in
the world has a big problem We are all sinners=we. all do
wrong things We disobey God just ke Odam and Eve did
The Bible saus we are all lke sheep: we wander off our own
way, far from God We can't get back to God on our own
Jesus needed to come to save us from our sins and bring
us back to God By doing this, Jesus showed that God is
righteous and merciful He showed God's glory

God, we confess that we all wander off our own way We
confess that we have sinned against you Please Torgjve us
for our sins. Thank you for sending
Jesus into the world to bring us back to youl Omen

Bible Readings
Isaigh 534-6;
Romans 3:19-26

Jesus Died to Save Us
The Lamb

Do you remember that we have all sinned against God?
The wrong things we do hurt us and they can hurt others
But most of dll, when we sin we are dsobeying God God is

holy, so our sins meain we must die. Qur sins need to be

forgven by God In the time. before Jesus came God
forgave the peopk’s sins by having a lamb die. instead of
the people. This was part of the Law that God gave to

Moses. The Law was pointing ahead to Jesus” coming It
was To show what Jesus would do. He would die. for our sins
instead of us Jesus is caled the Lamb of God because he
ded on the cross to save us God saves us through Jesus

Dear God, thark you for having such an amazing plan to
save. s from our sins! Thank you for sending Jesus to be
the lamb. Help us to trust in Him
Omen

Bible Readings:
Exodus 122 -27;
Octs §26-38



Jesus s the Light of the World

The Lantern

Do you know what it is ke to sit in the darkness? It is
ke being blind You can't see. anything Have you ever
been in the dark and then someone came and turned
on the lght? There is a verse in the Old Testament
that tels what it would be ke for the world when Jesus
came. It saus, “the. people who waked in darkness have
seen a great Ight” (saiah 4.2) That was what it wos
ke when Jesus came to earth He brought light into the
whole worldl The light he brought s the truth about God
and hope. for dll peopke. He said, *1 am the ight of the
world Whoever follows me will not wak in darkness, but
wil have the fight of Ife” (John & 12)

Dear Jesus, we praise. you for shining your light when
we were in the darkness We know that there are
many people. in the world who are stillin the dark

Let your light shine. through us, in how we live, that they
might see it and believe in you, too Omen

Bible Readings
Isaigh 92-7,
John 119

God Promised a Great Hing
The First Wise Man

This is one of the “wise men,” or magi In Jesus” time
wise. men served foreign kings Do you know what ai king
57 O king is the ruler of a nation He is the leader of
everyone. that is in his kingdom, for as long as he lves.
Long, long ago God promised his people many times
that he would raise up a gredt king for them He
promised them that this king would do only what is right
and good The people of Israel had many kings, but
most of them did not do what is right and did not lead
the peopke in God's ways: Each of fsraels kings died,
and then the people would need a new king But God's
promised king would rule forever and ever - his kingdom
would never end Ol of srael was waiting for God to
send them this great king Then there would be justice

and righteousness and peace in their land  forever

Dear God, we long for your peace to reign in this world
We. thank you for promising a king whose. reign would
never end Omen

Bibk Readings
Isaigh 111-9,
Hebrews [7-13

Jesus Is the Promised King - Over Ol the World

The Second Wise Man

We have karned that God promised he would raise up
a great king for the people of lsrael God's people were
wating for this great king who would do only what was
good and right and who would defeat srael's enemies
God's king would rule not only over the people of krael
but over the whole world The gredtest king that Israel
ever had was named David David's kingdom spread
over a wide land and many people. But David did not
rule over the whole world The king that God promised
was Jesusl Jesus was going to be a king lke David, but
Jesus was going to be far greater than David ever was.
Jesus was born to be king over all people and all of
creation

Dear Jesus, you are the greatest king You are the
fing of kings and the. Lord of lords and we praise youl
Omen

Bible Readings
Matthew 224 1-46;
John 1833-38

The Ongel Comes to Mary
Mary

This is what happened when the time was right. for
Jesus to come In the city of Nazareth there lved a
young woman who was faithful to God Her name was
Mary One day God sent an angel to Mary, to tell her
that she would have. a special baby Her baby would be
caled the Son of God, and he would be. a great king
whose. kingdom would last forever Do you know who her
baby was going to be? God had chosen Mary to be the
mother of Jesus! Even though it was so incredible, Mary
beleved what the angel said She sang praises to God
for making her the mother of Jesus and keeping his
promises o his people

Dear God, Thank you for sending Jesus at just the right
time. We praise you because you use humble, ordinary
peopl. in your plan Help us to beleve
your word lke Mary did Gimen

Bible Readings
| Samuel 2:I-10;
Luke [46-5D



Day 9

His Name Shall Be. Jesus
The Ongel

Do you know about the angels? The angels serve God
We learn from the Bbke that God often sends angek
to be his heralds, or messengers. Before his son was
born on earth, God sent one of his angeks to Mary Do
you remember what the angel told her? She. would be
the mother of a special baby The angel said to name
the baby Jesus The name Jesus means, “The Lord
saves” Jesus is a form of the name. Joshua In the Old
Testament we read how God used a man named
Joshua to lead his people into the Promised Land Jesus
would be. ai lader of God's people, too. He would lead
them home to God

God, we praise you because you are. the God who saves
You planned to save all of us through Jesus, whom the
anggel spoke. about so long ago. \We pray now in Jesus”

name. Omen

Bible Readings
Octs 45-12
Hebrews 4:3-10

God Sends Jesus By the. Holy Spirit

The Dove

During Odvent we are not celebrating Jesus alone. We
are. worshipping our one God in three persons: God the
Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is a part of Christmas, too. Every baby
that is born has a human daddy and a human mommy
But Jesus was a very special baby He came from God
Before he was born God put Jesus into Mary’s belly by
the Holy Spirit: This meant that Jesus was holy. When
he was born he had no sin It akso meant that, even
though he was borm as a human baby, he was also the
Son of God God's Holy Spirtt that came to Mary was
with Jesus al of his ife on earth The Holy Spirtt is also

with us=we who believe in Jesus The dove is a symbol of
God's Holy Spirit

Dear God, Thank you for sending Jesus down to s, to
become. a human baby Thank you for your Holy Spirtt,
who works in amazing ways Omen

Bible Readings:
Matthew 3:13-17:
John 19-18

Day 1

The Ongel Visits Joseph, Jesus Is Immanuel
Joseph

Joseph was planning to marry Mary Before. they were
married, Joseph had a vist from an angel in a dream
The angel told him that Mary was going to have a baby
that came from the Holy Spirit. The. angel said to name
the baby Jesus, but Jesus was also caled “Immarnuel
which means, “God with us” Joseph would be with Mary,
but he wasn't really the father of Jesus Jesus was the
Son of God The Bible tells us that Jesus was with God
before the world was created He was always with God
What makes Christmas so special is that we. are
remembering when God sent Jesus down to us Jesus
became. a human child so that he. might be. with us

Dear Jesus, We thank you that, even though you are
the Son of God, you came down to be a human lke we
are in order to save us from our sins Gmen

Bible Readings
Joshua |11-9
Colossians 1:15-20

' Day 12

The Journey to Bethlehem

Tre Donkey

Do you remember that in the Od Testament there was
a powerful king named David? Joseph was one. of

David's descendarnts—he was from Bethlehem, the
city of David Long ago God had said that Jesus would
come into the famiy of King David and would be. born in
Bethlehem This is how God fulfiled that promise. Oround
the time that Jesus was going to be born, the ruler of
all the land commanded that everyone go to their home
city to be counted So Joseph and Mary had to make a
Journey to Bethlehem It was a long journey, about 70
or 80 miles It would have taken them a long time,
maube. a week Joseph and Mary might have. waked the
whole way Or they might have had a donkey to help
them Maybe Mary even rode on the dorkey when she
wos Tired Because God always keeps his promises,
Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem just before
Jesus was born

Dear God, We praise you because you always keep
your word We can see how you are. in corttrol of dl
everts, big and smal Omen

Bible Readings:
A Samuel 7:8-16;
Mcah 5:1-5



Day 13
No Room for Joseph and Mary in the Inn
The Cow

Joseph and Mary were on a long journey They were
going to Bethlehem to be counted When Joseph and
Mary arrived in Bethienem, they tried to find a
place where they could stay But many, many people
were travelng to the city ft was crowded Joseph and
Mary found an inn, but there was no room for
them there. What could they do? Mary was about to
have the baby Jesus! Finally Joseph dand Mary found a
place. to stay 1t wasnt a very fancy place—it
may even have been a stable, or a barnl Does a barn
sound ke, the kind of place for a great king to be
born? God's plan is sometimes very surprising
When he came to be born into our world Jesus
humbled himself so much He was obedent to God even
when it meant being poor He became poor so that
we. could become rich in him

Dear Jesus, you are the Son of God and the greatest
king and yet you humbled yourself There is no other
god ke youl We praise you Gimen

Bible Readings
2 Cornthiars & 1-9
Philppians 2.3-11

The Lost Sheep—Jesus Came to Find Us

The Second Sheep

During Odvert we celebrate when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, and we wait for him to come again \When
Jesus was on earth, he told many stories about
what God s lke. One of his stories was about a
shepherd who had 100 sheep. That's a lot of sheepl
One of the shepherd's sheep wandered away and was
lost What do you thirk the shepherd did? He kft the
other 99 sheep in a field and went to look for the one
who was lost. When he found that sheep, do you think
he was angry? Do you think he scolded the sheep, or
dsciplined it7 Nol He picked it up and brought it back
home to the field, where he had a jouful party to
celebrate the retum of his itk lost sheep. Jesus said
that is just ke the joy in heaven when one sinner
reperts and refumns to God Jesus told
this story because some people didn't ke it that he was
being kind to sinners He wanted them to know that
God loves sinners, and that Jesus was born to save

sinners—=lke us—from our sins

Dear Jesus, we want to remember why you came into
our world: to save us when we were lost We praise you
because you are kind to us and show us
mercy Omen

Bible Readings
Ezekiel 34 11-16;
Luke [41-10

His Sheep finow His Voice
The Shepherd

We dre about to learn about the shepherds in the
story of Jesus” birth Do you know what a shepherd's
Job is? O shepherd's job is to take care of sheep
Taking care. of sheep is a ot of work Sheep need
fresh, green grass to edt; they need cool water to
drink; they need somewhere to sleep; and they need
someone to protect them from other animals. If there
isn't a shepherd to take care of the sheep, the sheep
are. in big trouble. We kearn from the Bible that we

are ke sheep—we have all gone astray and gotten lost
Jesus s ke our good shepherd who finds us, glves us
what we need, and protects us He even gave
up his fe to save usl When Jesus cals us, we listen to
his voice ke the sheep Isten to the shepherd Odvent is
a good time to remember that he is our shepherd dand
to isten to him

Dear Jesus, you are such a good shepherd to usl Please
help us to be good Iisteners to your voice now and
alays Omen

Bible Readings:
John 1018
Hebrews 1320-A1

Day 10
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The Shepherds Come to Jesus
Tre Shepherd's Staff

On the night when Jesus was born, there were some
shepherds watching their sheep in a field nearby
Suddenly, the sky above them filed with glorious
lgnt and an angel appeared When they saw this, the
shepherds were scared But the dngel told them not to
be afraid because he had a message. of very good
news for everyore. He wanted them to know that a
Savior was born in the town of Bethlehem He invited
them to go and find the baby, who was wrapped in
cloth and lyng in a manger Then the whole sky filed
with briliant angels singing praises to God and
proclaiming peace. to his people. \When the dngels went
back to heaven, the shepherds went all the way to
Bethlehem in a big hurry to find the baby Jesus! Would
you have lked to go and see the baby Jesus? When
they found him, they told everyone what the angels
said that Jesus would be a great Savior They stood
and looked at that teeny, tiny baby and they beleved
that he would save God's people. Then they returmed to
their sheep in the field, praising God for sending Jesus
to the world

Dear God, we praise you for sending Jesus into the
world, tool Thark you for giving us a Savior who would
glve Us peace with you. Omen

Bible Readings:
Isaigh 40: =11
Ephesians A 12-18



Good News of Great. Joy For Oll People

The Second Ongel (Ongel's Wand)

Do you remember what the shepherds saw when they
were in the field watching their sheep? They saw some
brillant angelsl What did the. angels say to them? The
angels told the shepherds that they were bringing them
good news We have. another word for good news, it is
the word gospel Gospel means “good news” and it is
the. very good news that Jesus came into the world to
save Us This news brings so much joy to us and to al
people who believe. in Jesus The. angeks said that this

Jouful good news would be. for all people—not just for

the shepherds, not just for the wise men, or even just

the peopke of fsrael The good news about Jesus s for
everyone everywhere who beleves in him Do you

remember when we learmed that everyone in the world
was in the dark until Jesus came? This is why we

celebrate Jesus being born for so long He is the Light

of the World

Dear God, we. thank you for the good news! We are so
glad o know about Jesus coming into our world to save
all who beleve in him. Help us to tel
others about Jesus, too Oimen

Bibk Readings
saiah D2 7-10;
2 Corrthians 4 1-6

Jesus” Birth Is a Cosmic Event
The Star

Mary and Joseph had found a place to skep—-maybe. a

stable—in Bethlehem Ond Jesus was born In that time,
at that place, Jesus, who was God, became. a baby
Nothing ke this had ever happened in the world before
and nothing like this would ever happen again tt was
the most amazing thing that has ever happened Have
you ever seen a tiny newborn baby? Babies are. born
every day But the baby Jesus was very special He was
God To show how important Jesus” birth was, God put a
new and unusual star in the sky over the place where
he. was born The star was shining out to announce to
the whole earth that Jesus had come. Have you noticed
that we decorate with stars at Christmastime? Many
familes put a star on the top of their Christmas tree
When we see the stars, it reminds s of the specidl
night when Jesus was born

Dear God, we thank you for the many waugs, ke the
star, that you have. shown how special the. birth of
Jesus was. Help us to have hearts and minds that

are. ready to think about Jesus when we see dll of the
decorations of Christmas Omen

Bible Readings
Matthew 2 |12,
John 3:16-21

The Whole \World Needs to Hear Obout Jesus
The Third Wise Man

Do you remember when we looked df. the magj, or wise
men? The wise men served foreign kings in faraway
lands Some. of them studied the stars and they saw

the great star that God put in the sky when Jesus was

born They knew that this star meant that a gredt king
was born They set off on a long journey to find him
The wise. men remind us that the baby Jesus would
become a great king who would rule over the whole
world Jesus came. not only for the peopke of fsrael but
for everyone. God wants everyone in the world to know
that Jesus is his Son and that he was bom to bring
salvation Jesus” birth is the good news that everyone
needs to hear

Dear God, we. thank you that Jesus came for everyone
Plase help us to share this good news all around us
Omen

Bible Readings
Psaim 67;
Revelation 7:9-12

The Wise Men Come to Jesus
The Camel

When they saw the special star that God put in the
sky to announce the birth of his Son, the wise men
began a long journey to find him They traveled for a
very long time. until they came to Herod, the king of
lsrael They asked Herod where to find Jesus Do you
remember that God had promised long ago that
Jesus would be born in the city of Bethlehem? Herod
karmed this and he told the wise men But Herod was a
bad man He didn't want the baby Jesus to
grow Up and be God's great king So he asked the wise
men to come back and tell him where Jesus was He
said he. wanted to worship Jesus, but he didn't
He warted to get rid of Jesus On the way to
Bethlehem, the star rose for the wise men and led
them to the house where Jesus and his parents were.
When they saw the star again, they were so happyl
They came into the house and saw the. young Jesus,
and they knew who he was They worshipped him But
they didn't go back and tell King Herod, because God
was protecting his Son Jesus

Dear God, we. praise you because. you are in control of
the stars in the sky and al of the people on the earth
We are. so thankful that you had a great plan
for Jesus to come. We pray that many people from
many places would come to find Jesus Gmen

Bible Readings:
Isdiah ©0: - 14;
Matthew 2:13-23



The Wise Men Bring Gifts to Jesus the King

Gifts # |

When the. wise. men folowed the star to find God's
great king, they didnt come with empty hands They
brought some very costly gifts with them to give
to the baby When the wise men came in the house
where Jesus was and worshipped him, they ldid these
precious 4ifts at his feet They gave him gifts
because. they knew that Jesus was God's great king
and they wanted to show him honor What do you think
the gifts were? The Bible says that the wise
men brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh Gold was
the most valuable and beautiful metal they had
Frarkincense and myrrh came from special trees and
were burned to make sweet-smeling incense. They were
both used in the temple in Jerusalem What would you
want to give to Jesus?

Dear Jesus, you are worthy of dll honor and gloryl Help

us to honor you=not only with what we give, but in how
we lve. Omen

Bible Readings:
| Chronicles 2910~ 18
Matthew 20:6-13

Why Do We Give Gifts at Christmas?

Gifts #2

Do you remember what the wise men brought when
they came to see Jesus? They brought him gifts! They
aid this because Jesus was God's gredt king
Did you know that we gjve gifts on Christmas? Part of
our celebration of Jesus” birth is that we give Christmas
presents to each other \We give presents
because 1t is the time when we remember the greatest
giit ever given Do you know what it was? It was Jesus
God gave us Jesus, his only Sonl Jesus was
born into our world back in Bethlehem and he lived a
ife on earth and died to save us from our sins Because
of Jesus we can have peace with Godl That is
the biggest and best gt we could ever have. That is
good news of great joy for all people When we gve
giits this Christmas, let's remember that Jesus is
the greatest gfft, gven to us

Dear God, thank you for giving us your own Son, Jesus
He is the best gt ever guen Help us to remember him
when we give presents on Christmas
Omen

Bibk Readings:
Isaigh 5D -9,
Romars D 12- 17

Jesus the Servant Hing
The (Empty) Manger

When you go to skeep tonight, where will you sleep?
You sleep in a bed The Bk tels us that, after Jesus
was born, Mary wrapped him in cloths and lay
him down to sleep. But remember how there was no
room for Mary and Joseph in the inn? There wasn' a
bed or a crib to lay him inl The baby Jesus was
tucked in to a manger O manger is a wooden box used
to hold food for animals to eat It probably wasnt very
soft or even very clean Maybe Mary filed it
with hay to make it softer for the tiny, new baby This is
a very surprising way for a great king to be born Ond
it is very strange that when God chose to
send his own Son into the world he had him enter a
stable and skep in an animal's food box. The humble
way that Jesus was born was the same way that
he would lve. his whole. ife. Jesus came. as ai king, but as
a king who serves his people. The world had rever seen
aking lke this

Dear Jesus, it is amazing to us that when you came
from God into our world, you were born into a stable
and skept in a manger instead of a king's bed
We thank you for coming as our servart king Omen

Bible Readings:
Mark 10:42-45;
John 13:3-17

Jesus s Bornl Christmas Day
The Baby Jesus

Do you remember what Odvent mears? it means
coming - the coming of Jesus This Odverit season we
have been cekbrating when Jesus, God's own Son,
was borm into our world as a lttle baby in Bethlehem
We have. been looking at the story of Jesus” birth -
how God made the good world, how we have all
gore astray ke sheep, how we needed a Good
Shepherd to come and bring us back to God We have
armed how the angel came to Mary, and told her
that God would give her a special baby by the Holy
Spirit. We know that Mary and Joseph went to
Bethlehem and had to stay in a stable. Ond Jesus was
bornl When Jesus came the first time, not many people
knew who he was, that he was God's gredt. king who
had come to save us from our sins and bring
us peace with God This is the good news of great joy
that the angels sang to the shepherds When Jesus
comes dgin, everyone in the whole world wil know He
will come with a loud trumpet and with many angels We
are wating for him to come

Dear God, we all want to thank you dgain for sending
your Son Jesus to be born into our world and save s
from our sins. You are o good and so merciful to us, O
God Please help s to be ready for when
Jesus comes dggin Omen

Bible Readings:
[ John 4.7-12
Revelation A2 1A- 17



